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TERMS  

1st Term   Jan 10 - Mar 7 

2nd Term   Mar 21 - Jun 20 

3rd Term   Sep 5 - Oct 24 

4th Term   Nov 7 - Dec 19 

 

Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. online or in person. 

Mayfield Memorial Missionary Baptist Church 
700 West Sugar Creek Road 

Charlotte, NC  28213 

You may join the class at any time!   

Follow us on FACEBOOK and join the conversation live!  
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In their early history the Jews looked forward to the coming of a king of David’s line 
who would unite the nation and lead them to greatness. 

 There was to come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse (Isaiah 11:1,10) 

 The Two Ages 

 God would raise up a righteous branch for David (Jeremiah 23:5). 

 Some day the people would serve David their king  (Jeremiah 30:9). 

 David would be their shepherd and their king (Ezekiel 34:23, 37:24). 
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 Brainteasers for “The Two Ages” 

Why did the Jews develop  
the notion of  “Two Ages?” 

1 

What was the significance of the tree, 
branches and stump symbols in Isaiah 

11:1,10 

2 

Why was it so important for the people 
to be able to one day serve a descen-

dent of David as their King? 

3 

What conflicts do you see between our 
“Chosenness” as God’s people and the 

facts of our history? 

4 

What do you believe the Book of Reve-
lation has to contribute to the conflicts 

mentioned in thought bubble  4? 

5 
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 APOCALYPTIC vs. PROPHETIC LITERATURE 

Both apocalyptic and prophetic literature deal with events which are to come. What is 
the difference between them? 

 To the apocalyptist the world was beyond mending. 

 He believed not in the reformation, but in the dissolution of this present world. 

 He looked forward to the creation of a new world, when this one had been shat-
tered by the avenging wrath of God. 

 The apocalyptist was a pessimist. 

 He was quite certain that the golden age would come, but only after this world had 
been destroyed. 

 The prophet thought in terms of this present world. 

 His Message was often a cry for social, economic and political justice 

 The prophet’s message was always a summons to obey an serve God within this 
present world. 

 The Prophet believed in history. 

 The prophet was an optimist. 

Characteristics of the Prophet 

Characteristics of the Apocalyptist 
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 Brainteasers for “Prophetic vs. Apocalyptic Literature 

1 

Re-read the characteristics of 
the prophet. Based on these 
characteristics, construct your 
own definition of a prophet. 

 

2 

Re-read the characteristics of 
the apocalyptist. Based on these 
characteristics, construct your 
own definition of an apocalyp-
tist. 

 

3 

What purpose do you believe 
the apocalyptist served in help-
ing people cope with the misery 
of their lives? 

 

4 

In spite of their differences in 
opinion, what tools/ideas do 
you see that the prophet and 
the apocalyptist shared? 

 

5 

Write your own version of what 
messages you believe both the 
prophet and the apocalyptist 
would pronounce to our society 
to day. 
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 Interpretation: Four Approaches 

1. PRETERIST (from the Latin word preter, meaning “past”) 
This approach states that everything in the book took place in the first century.  

 

2.  HISTORICAL 
Sees the fulfillment of church history in the symbols of Revelation. 

 

3. SPIRITUAL 
Uses Revelation as a symbolic presentation of the conflict between Christ and 
Satan, good and evil. 

  

4. FUTURIST 
Emphasizes that Revelation is prophecy. 
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 Brainteasers for “Interpretation: Four Approaches” 

1. Is it possible to interpret Revelation 
using only one approach throughout 
the entire book? Why? Why not? 

2. Which approaches are you most com-
fortable with? Why are you most 
comfortable with these? 

  

3. What is the significance of John stat-
ing that he is writing prophecy (1:3)? 

4. Read 1:1-3. What are the interpretive 
approaches you see mentioned by 
John? 
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 Revelation As A New Genesis 

A Comparison 

Genesis Ref Revelation Ref 

 

Creation of the _____________ 
and _______________________ 
 

Gen 1-2 Creation of the ____________________ 
and ____________ 
 

Rev 21-21 

The ________________ reigning on 
____________  

1:26 The ________________ reigning in 
____________   

21:5 

____________ and _______ created  1:5, 10 No more __________; no more ______  21:1, 25 

A bride brought to ____________  2:18-25 The bride prepared for ____________  19:7ff 

A tree of life in _______________  2:9; 3:22 A tree of life in ____________________  22:2 

____________ and _____________ 3:14,17-19 No more ___________; no more 
____________ or ____________ 

22:3 

Conflict between ___________ 
and _____________ 

3:15 ________________ final doom 20:10 

Man driven from God’s 
______________ 

3:23;4:16 Men see ___________________ in 
glory 

22:4 

Believers looking for 
_________________  

Heb 11:13-16 The holy City presented 
_____________________ 

21:10 

“Where is ____________________?” 22:7 The _____________________ reigns 22:3 

Satan utters the first ________ 
 

3:1 ______________ that makes 
________________ enters the city 
 

21:27 
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 Titles of the Risen Christ 

Each of  the letters to the seven Churches which follow in the next two chapters, with the exception of 
the letter to Laodicea, opens with a description of the Risen Christ taken from this chapter (Chapter 1). It 
is as if this chapter sounded a series of themes which were later to become the texts for the letter to the 
Churches. What follow is the beginning of each of the first six letters and the title of the Risen Christ that 
opens each letter. 

To the angel of the Church in 
__________________________ write:  

 This is the message from the one who holds the 
seven stars in his right hand and who walks among 
the seven gold lampstands. (2:1) 

To the angel of the Church in 
__________________________ write:  

 This is the message from the one who is the first and 
the last, who died and lived again. (2:8) 

To the angel of the Church in 
__________________________ write:  

 This is the message from the one who has the sharp 
two-edged sword. (2:12) 

To the angel of the Church in 
__________________________ write:  

 This is the message from the Son of  God, whose eyes 
blaze like fire, whose feet shine like polished brass. 
(2:18) 

To the angel of the Church in 
__________________________ write:  

 This is the message from the one who has the seven 
spirits of God and the Seven stars. (3:1) 

To the angel of the Church in 
__________________________ write:  

 This is the message from the one who is holy and 
true. He has the key that belonged to David, and 
when he opens a door, no one can close it, and when 
he closes it, no one can open it. (3:7) 

   



 

© 2018 All rights reserved.                                                                                                              10 

 Descriptions of God Applied to Christ (Rev 1:12-18) 

There are descriptions of God in the Old Testament that are applied to the Risen 
Christ. 

 Hair as white as _________________________.  His hair was as white as wool, like snow 
(v.14).  

 

 Blazing ___________.   

 Feet like _____________________________. 

While I was looking, ____________________ were put in place. One who had 
been living forever sat down on one of the thrones. His ________________ 
were __________________________________, and his ______________ was like 
______________________________. His throne, mounted on fiery wheels, was 
blazing _________________________. 

His feet shone like _______________ that has been refined and polished. 
(v.15a). 

On the __________ of the first month of the year, I was standing on the 
___________ of the mighty River Tigris. 5I looked up and saw someone who 
was wearing ___________________________ and a belt of fine _____________. 6His 
body shone like ____________________________. His face was as bright as a 
flash of lightening, and his _________ blazed ___________________________. His 
arms and legs shone like polished bronze, and his voice sounded like the 
roar of _____________________________________. 

...and his _____________ blazed like fire (v. 14b) 
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 Descriptions of God Applied to Christ (Rev 1:12-18) 

 Voice which sounds like _____                                                              .  

 Control of the ________________.   

 His word likened to a __________________.  
  

 A dazzling appearance like _____________________________. 
  

 Humans react to him by falling like _________________________________  

  

A sharp ________________________________came out of his ____________________.
(v. 16b) 

His face was as bright as the ________________________________________.(v.16c) 

So I went out into the valley, and there I saw the glory of the LORD, just as 
I had seen it beside the River Chebar. I fell _________________________________ 
on the ground,  

When I saw him, I fell down at his feet like _________________________________. 
(v. 17a) 

And there I saw coming from the east the dazzling _____________________of 
the presence of the God of Israel. God’s voice sounded like the roar of 
________________________________, and the earth shone with the dazzling 
______________________. 

His voice sounded like a roaring ___________________________ (v15b) 

He held the ________________________ in his __________________________. (v. 16) 

Can you tie the Pleiades together or loosen the bonds that hold Orion? 
Job 38:31 
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 Descriptions of God Applied to Christ (Rev 1:12-18) 

 The ____________________________________________.   

 The ______________________________!   

 Authority over ______________________.  

The LORD, who _______________________________________________Israel, 
The LORD Almighty, has this to say: 

“I am the first, the last, the only God; 
There is no other god but me.” 

 
The LORD says, 

“Listen to me, Israel, the people I have ________________.” 
I am God, the first, the last, the _____________God!” 

I am __________________________________________________. (v.17c) 

I have authority (the keys) over __________________ and the world of the 
dead (Hades) (v.18c).  

As you advance, he will surely drive out the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Hivites, the Perizzites, the Girgashites, the Amorites and the Jebusites. You 
will know that the living God is ____________________________________ 11 when 
the Covenant Box of the Lord of all the earth crosses the Jordan 
_____________________________________________. 

I am __________________________________________________. (v.18) 
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 The Seven Churches 

Church Characteristics Descriptions of Jesus Desired Response 

EPHESUS, the steadfast 
church  (2:1-7) 

   

SMYRNA, the perse-
cuted church (2:8-11) 

Undergoing suffering, 
poverty, persecution 

The One who died but is 
alive again 

remain faithful 

PERGAMUM, The mor-
ally compromising 
church (2:12-17) 

   

THYATIRA, the doctri-
nally compromising 
church (2:18-29) 

   

SARDIS, the counterfeit 
church (3:1-6) 

   

PHILADELPHIA, the 
obedient church  (3:7-
13) 

   

LAODICEA, the materi-
alistic church (3:14-22) 
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 Six Christian Slanders 

1.   On the basis of the words of the Ordinance —”this is my body,” and “this is my 
blood” — the story went about that the Christians were cannibals. 

 

2.   Because the Christians called their common meal the Agape, the Love Feast, it was 
said that their gatherings were orgies of lust. 

 

3.   Because Christianity did, in fact, often split families, when some members became 
Christians and some did not the Christians were accused of “tampering with family 
relationships.” 

 

4.   Their adversaries accused the Christians of atheism because they could not under-
stand a worship which had no images of the gods such as they themselves had. 

 

5.   The Christians were accused of being politically disloyal because they would not 
say: ‘Caesar is Lord.” 

 

6.   The Christians were accused of being seditionists (terrorists) because they foretold 
the end of the world in flames. 
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 NOTES - Pergamum: The Morally Compromising Church 

1.   Pergamum was the greatest city in Asia.  

2.   Pergamum was one of the great religious centers.  

3.   Pergamum regarded itself as the custodian of the Greek way of life and of Greek 
worship.  

4.  Pergamum was connected with the worship of Asclepios, who was known as the 
Pergamene god.     

5. Pergamum was the center of Caesar worship for the province.     

6.  The Risen Christ says to the Christians at Pergamum, “I know where you 
STAY.”  (Meaning, as afar as THIS world is concerned, the place where Satan’s rule is 
strongest.) 
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 NOTES - Pergamum: The Morally Compromising Church 

7. In spite of the faithfulness of the church at Pergamum, there are those who follow 
bad teaching. 

8.  The person who is not prepared to be different need not even start on the Christian 
way.  

9.   What is the sword of Christ? The sword of Christ is the Word of Christ.  

10.  In the Word of Christ, there is conviction, invitation, and assurance.  

11.  To the person who overcomes, the risen Christ promises hidden manna.      

12.  The risen Christ also promises to the person who overcomes, “The white stone with 
the new name on it.  


